




Application Guide
Deco-Stamp

ACCENTING/COLORING
Apply accent colorings and/or stains using Mer-Ko Antiquing Gel, 
Mer-Ko Colored Hardener, Mer-Ko Antique Release or other artistic 
materials commonly used in decorative coating applications as 
designed for the project.  Many coloring techniques and effects 
can be used to achieve the desired results.  Refer to the applicable 
Mer-Ko Product Information Sheet for accent/colorant application 
instructions.

Notes:  1When using Mer-Ko Antiquing Gel as an accent colorant, 
Mer-Ko Clear Seal WBA should be used as the final topcoat.  Do not 
use Mer-Ko Seal SB or WBU.  2DO NOT use acid stains to achieve 
aesthetic effects.  2Mer-Ko Colored Hardener can be broadcast onto 
the wet Deco-Stamp material to create a unique, aesthetic finish.  It 
can be applied immediately following trowel or spray application and 
before polishing, or applied upon material cure as a color wash.  3If 
stamping skins are being used on the project, be sure to broadcast a 
layer of Mer-Ko Antique Release in a complementary color accent to 
prevent skins from sticking and removing material upon movement.

TOPCOAT/SEALER APPLICATION
Apply one of Mer-Ko’s clear sealer options (Mer-Ko Clear Seal 
SB, WBA or WBU) to achieve the desired surface protection 
suitable for the usage environment.   Consult Mer-Ko for specific 
recommendations.

Note:  When using Mer-Ko Antiquing Gel as an accent colorant, Mer-
Ko Clear Seal WBA should be used as the final topcoat.  Do not use 
Mer-Ko Seal SB or WBU.

Topcoat – 1st Application
Sweep the entire deck surface clean of any residual dust or debris.  
Roller or spray apply one topcoat of the selected Mer-Ko clear sealer 
to protect the finish and provide a durable, UV resistance trafficable 
surface.  Allow to dry for a minimum of one (1) hour.

Topcoat – 2nd Application
Roller or spray apply a second coat of the selected Mer-Ko clear sealer 
in the in the same manner as the first ensuring full coverage.  Allow 
to cure a minimum of one (1) hour.  Allow a six (6) hour cure before 
introducing light foot traffic; twenty-four (24) hours before returning to 
full service.

CARE & MAINTENANCE
Deco-Stamp is designed to provide easy cleanability and low 
maintenance.  To extend the life of the surface to its maximum 
potential, establish a regular cleaning schedule using a mild 
soap and water solution, TSP (Tri Sodium Phosphate), Formula 
409® Antibacterial All Purpose Cleaner or Formula 409® Glass & 
Surface Cleaner or similar products.  Use a stiff broom or scrub 
brush to remove any contaminants on the surface of the deck.  
Rinse thoroughly with clean water after scrubbing.  Do not use 
solvents to remove contaminants as this may cause damage to 
the deck surface. 

The clear topcoat is designed to resist direct exposure to 
environmental elements and withstand normal wear.  When traffic 
patterns become visible or heavy impacts mar the surface, the clear 
topcoat should be re-applied to restore aesthetic appeal.  Surfaces 
should be re-sealed every three (3) years for best results, or per 
the schedule listed on the warranty issued.  Refer to Deco-Stamp’s 
Care & Maintenance Instructions for more detailed information on 
proper care and re-sealing.

CAUTIONS & LIMITATIONS
•	 The substrate surface must be structurally sound, clean, dry and 

free of dirt, dust, oil, grease, paint or other contaminants at the 
time of material application.  A minimum deck slope of 2% (1/4 unit 
vertical in 12 units horizontal) is required for proper drainage.  

•	 The substrate must be flat and broomed or etched 
	 by abrading. Irregularities, if not corrected, will  reflect

on the Deco-Stamp surface.  For example, if a quarry tile deck has 
irregular grout joints which are not smoothed with underlayment, 
the grid pattern will show on the Deco-Stamp surface.

•	 In freezing climates, sufficient pitch is required to ensure run-off.  
When covering a “sandwich slab” or quarry tile deck, provision must 
be made to vent the envelope created between the existing vapor 
barrier and the Deco-Stamp.

•	 Concrete substrates must have a minimum compressive 
strength of 1,000 psi tested by “point loading” technique. 

•	 The  moisture content  of  the substrate should be checked and
approved by an authorized Mer-Ko installer prior to installation.

•	 When contemplating a deck installation with an open soffit, or over
an unheated enclosed space (e.g., garage, etc.) in freezing, damp 
or severe climates, consult Mer-Ko for recommendations.

•	 Deco-Stamp  provides  moderate  chemical  resistance.  
Avoid exposure to harsh chemicals or acids.

STORAGE & HANDLING
Store all Deco-Stamp materials off the ground, in a dry environment 
at temperatures between 40ºF and 100ºF (4.4ºC and 37.8ºC).  All 
materials should be stored in compliance with local fire and safety 
requirements.  Do not store at high temperatures or in direct sunlight. 

SHELF LIFE
The shelf life is one (1) year from the date of manufacture in the original, 
unopened container when the material is stored at temperatures 
between 40ºF and 100ºF (4.4ºC and 37.8ºC).

WARRANTY
Five (5) year warranties are available depending upon product selection 
and project design.  Contact Mer-Ko’s Customer Service Department 
for specific warranty information.

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
Specification assistance is highly recommended during the initial 
design process to ensure the most effective engineering details and 
product selection for long-term durability and protection.  Technical 
assistance for all product and application questions is available by 
contacting your local Mer-Ko Representative at (800) 851-6303.
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Any recommendation or suggestion relating to the use of MER-KO products made via current technical literature, marketing materials, application guides, specifications, and the 
like, or in response to specific inquiry or otherwise, is based on data believed to be reliable.  However, the products and information are intended for use by Buyers having requisite 
skill and know-how in the industry.  Therefore, it is the responsibility of the Buyer to satisfy the necessary requirements of suitability of the products for its own particular use, and it 
shall be deemed that Buyer has done so, at its sole discretion and risk.  Variation in environment, changes in procedures of use, or extrapolation of data may cause unsatisfactory 
results.  Mer-Ko believes the information contained herein is true and accurate as of the date of publication.  Information contained here is for evaluation only.  Mer-Ko reserves the 
right to modify and/or change products or literature at any time and without prior notice.
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